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Johnny Depp’s ‘Dark Shadows’ Adaptation ‘Very Active’…With Tim 

Burton Directing? 

Published by Eric Ditzian on Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 1:32 pm. 

Supernatural gothic sagas are crazy hot right now: HBO’s “True Blood,” those “Twilight” flicks everyone keeps talking 

about, plus a host of upcoming films like Benicio Del Toro’s “The Wolfman” and Nicolas Cage’s “Season of the Witch.” Even “Spider-Man 4”’s 

rumored villain is a vampire. Another of these Zeitgeist-y projects is the Johnny Depp-starring adaptation of the 1960s soap opera, “Dark 

Shadows,” which had been in development even before this obsession with monsters, ghosts and witches took hold. 

But since word of the planned film surfaced two years ago, reliable “Dark Shadows” news has been hard to come by. Now an executive in 

Depp’s production company, Infinitum-Nihil, which is developing the movie, confirmed some details for MTV News, left others up in the air, 

and hinted that we might be seeing the makings of a new supernatural franchise. 

Most importantly, we wanted to know if Johnny Depp is still attached to star. “Indeed he is,” confirmed Sam Sarkar, Infinitum’s director of 
development.  

When it came to those Internet rumors about Tim Burton signing on to direct, though, Sarkar was somewhat more circumspect. “I can neither 

confirm nor deny that,” he said. “But I know it’s out there in the ether.” 

Sounds like a deal is not yet in place but that Burton, who’s currently busy with another Depp-staring movie, “Alice in Wonderland,” tops 

Infinitum’s list of prospective directors. Of course, Depp and Burton have a long creative history together, from “Edward Scissorhands” to “Ed 

Wood” to “Sweeney Todd.” 

While all the pieces are not yet in place, “Dark Shadows” is still very much a go at Warner Bros. “All I can say is that one is very active,” 
Sarkar said. “The studio will be making some announcements regarding it pretty soon. Very soon, probably.” 

“Dark Shadows” premiered on ABC in 1966. Gothic romance, ghost stories, plots involving vampires, zombies and time-travel—the daytime 

soap had it all, and it became a runaway hit for the network over 1,225 episodes. The task facing producers is simply finding a way to shape 

a movie around such abundant, wide-ranging material. 

“It was a soap opera—it was a daily show,” said Sarkar. “That’s something people forget. It’s one thing to adapt a weekly television series 

into a movie—it’s another thing to take a soap opera that’s been serialized daily and try to boil it down to two hours.” 

As much as they’ll be forced to change and excise, they’re also committed to honoring an adored show. “I think it will be very true to the 

spirit of ‘Dark Shadows,’” Sarkar told us. “I think there’s going to be an authenticity to it.” 

Any modifications will be made with the blessing of the mind behind the original series. Said Sarkar, “When Dan Curtis, the creator, was still 
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alive, I met with [producer] David Kennedy, who originally brought the project to us and Curtis, and David has always been very adamant 

that there are certain things you should definitely take liberties with.” 

And if the “Dark Shadows” film turns out to be a success, there’s a good chance it will spawn a franchise. “Obviously, it’s a movie that can 

continue,” said Sarkar, “because there were so many things going on in ‘Dark Shadows.’” 

Johnny Depp and Tim Burton together—enough already or gimmie more? Who else would you like to see cast in the film? 
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Mandi7882 (03.25.09 | 11:04 PM) 

Honestly, there is no one to play Roger but Kelsey Grammer. Johnny would be a FOOL if he didn't contact him for that role. Kelsey was 

made for it. Helena Bonnam Carter would be Elizabeth Stoddard for SURE. And good old Willie...by gosh, get some guy really cool for 
that one. Stay away from the "flavors" of the day when casting, but for the big female roles: Caroline, Victoria....get young 20 

something year old actresses, because that is what they are. 

Edicett (03.23.09 | 12:03 PM) 

I think this is great! I remember hiding behind the rocker when I was about 4 or 5 when my mom would watch it! Late eights brought a 

remake and then all of a sudden it dissapeared. Left us hanging - at the hanging!! Loved dark Shadows and glad hear somethings being 

done to continue the story. 

Faden (03.20.09 | 10:47 AM) 

I am really looking forward to seeing this. Because all of the remakes have been set in the current time in which they were made, it 

would be fantastic if it were set in the 1960s. This is so exciting. Johnny Depp will make a fantastic Barnabas Collins. I can't wait to hear 
who else will be in it. After the 2004 series didn't see the light of day, I sure hope this one does. 

featherlydos (03.19.09 | 9:58 PM) 

I love Dark Shadows. I think I was ten when the show was recreated as a once a week series. I loved Victoria Winters and how she 

discovered all about the Collins family. My mom and I started to watch the old ones on SciFi. I love both the 60s version and the 90s 

version. I love the movie starring Kate Jackson from Charlie's Angels. I am super excited about this. I am super pumped about the 

possibility of Tim Burton. I LOVE him. Big Fish is my number one movie ever. Edward is shortly behind it. The vampire thing is cool..the 

way it has broken out. I love the Charlaine Harris Sookie Stackhouse books (True Blood) and I hear the Vampire Diaries is being made 

into a CW series. LJ Smiths book are my first love in the literary undead genre. I bought those in 92 when I was about 12. I wish they 

would do something her Secret Circle books. Witches are cool too. Hopefully, things can be done correctly, unlike Blood and Chocolate. 
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